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The Fighter Pilot Who Sacrificed His Life to Protect the People of Taiwan
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In the early hours of October 12, 1944, Tainan came under attack from U.S. military aircraft. Amid the fierce
aerial battle, the fighter plane of Second Lieutenant Shigemine Sugiura was struck by enemy fire, and flames
engulfed its tail section. With his aircraft on the verge of exploding, he faced a life-or-death decision. Below lay
the village of Haiwei—today’'s Annan District of Tainan City. Determined to spare its residents from harm,
Sugiura pulled his stricken aircraft skyward, steering it away from the community. Moments before the aircraft
exploded in midair, he leapt from the cockpit by parachute. Yet as he descended, he came under attack from
enemy aircraft and fell into a nearby field, where he perished.
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He Continues to Be Revered in Taiwan as the Flying Tiger General
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His final act of courage—placing the lives of others above his own—Ieft a profound impression on the local
people. In gratitude and remembrance, residents erected a shrine in his honor in 1971. Rebuilt in 1993, it
became the present-day Flying Tiger General Temple. There, Japan’s national anthem, Kimigayo, is played
each morning, and the Japanese flag is displayed. Revered as a guardian deity, he continues to watch over the
community he saved.
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Friendship City Agreement — Exchanges Inspired by the Legacy of the FIylng T|ger General

VA HRER (RE/FE) (T & 5 DN ERKE LT, Akpwe SEOS0E MR . .
GHTLOMTTRLMEDRAILD 5 1z, 2016F9A, # t/ ;i! 7777 t“f“ .
ftmt'f,%% c:%ﬁ < rlm:?‘p‘ﬁfi@é K 5 7. 2024#11)21 22 El\ 7}(}5
TLERTREATFXAIMTHE2EE, BiA &iF. B LI,
HEARAF—V L EHRAILE2HFTRALIEEL TV 2 LITE -
7= 2025#6 im%ﬁﬁw AR 2 H ODEJW h% L, & D
-~gme i LIN AFREVXGITETE 5TV 5,

mtachiotu

“ﬁMV;: u&%%%%#ﬂtﬁwﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁj%%ﬂﬁ LA, K P B
o N .ﬁ EMTZHBSHEUT RAEZHEN X mEE, 201 6$ OH, WA §E
i & St 4%%@%@@ A K P T, 3% AR R A e 2 AT T LA R
e\ 2024@1 LFA22H, AP TWHEZR W IE XM KT R RMT W E, &FK
5 1o REUL, B, BEOUK, #E, BEF S EARER e F. 20254,
ﬂ’%/ﬁ%ﬁﬁtﬁf‘émﬁk% ZRRI, E—FERAAW T[] B KGH R E R

The connectlon forged through the Iate Shigemine Sugiura, affectionately remembered as the Flying Tiger General,
iInspired a growing exchange between the people of Mito and Tainan. In September 2016, the deity representing
Sugiura returned to his hometown of Mito, where it was carried in procession through the city streets on a
traditional portable shrine. This shared history culminated on November 22, 2024, when Mito City and Tainan City
signed a Friendship City Agreement. Committed to deepening ties, the two cities pledged to promote exchanges
In tourism, economic development, history and culture, education, and sports. In 2025, the deity made a second
homecoming journey to Mito, further strengthening the bonds of friendship and goodwill between the two cities.
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“Tainan Street” — A Symbol of Friendship
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To commemorate the Friendship City Agreement, Tainan City —

announced that a newly constructed road in Annan District, EI ..,_ -.-.

home to the Flying Tiger General Temple, would be named

x=meam | MIto Street.” Reciprocating this gesture of friendship, Mito City E'!'-f"'.. :'ip"
designated the road adjoining the site of Sugiura’s birthplace as 4 :"

AL @_®) XPFER- “Tainan Street” in June 2026, creating a lasting symbol of the [ ] < G

=E505 enduring ties between the two cities.

IRTEN KE=iieE
You Are Here O

P
| W ¢
£3)
id
J

2026%F KPP 1 1E KX



