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“Educational Heritage of Early Modern Japan

From International Perspectives”

Margaret Mehl (Associate Professor ,University of Copenhagen)

Introduction

When I was first asked to give this lecture, I was
unsure what to talk about. Eventually I decided to
start by telling you a little bit about my summer
holidays in Scotland this year.

Scotland, more precisely, Edinburgh, was my
home when I was working on my book about
kangaku juku (private academies of Chinese
learning) in Meiji Japan, and I still love the city. One
day last July, I was taking the double decker bus
from the center of Edinburgh to South Queensferry.
Next to me on the top deck sat a family, probably
(like me) foreign tourists. “What is this, another
castle?” asked the mother, pointing out of the
window to our right. I looked too late, but I had seen
the building before and answered, “I think it’s some
kind of school or college”. Almost at the same
moment, our bus passed another castle-like building
on our left. By the gate was a huge notice, saying
“Stewart’s Melville College”, again it was a school.

That evening, I googled and discovered that the
first building, the one the lady asked me about, was
Fettes College, a school established in 1870, by a
charitable foundation from bequest of a merchant,
for poor students and orphans. Moreover, a review
for Google claimed that this school was the
inspiration for Hogwarts in J.K. Rowling’s Harry
Potter series. As a matter of fact, a few years ago, in
2015, I went on a Harry Potter tour in Edinburgh.
We started by visiting Greyfriars Cemetery, where
the tour guide showed us several graves with names
that appear in the Harry Potter books. Then the tour
guide pointed at an impressive building nearby and
said, that was the school that gave Rowling the idea
for Hogwarts.

That same summer in 2015, I was staying in a
B&B at the west side of central Edinburgh and

opposite the B&B was another impressive building.
It was Donaldson’s School for the Deaf opened in
1850. All these buildings I just mentioned were
designed by well-known architects.

Donaldson’s School for the Deaf

There are in fact several possible candidates that
may have been the inspiration for Rowling’s
Hogwarts. Moreover the Harry Potter series was not
the first story set in a school in a castle. For example,
the English author Enid Blyton’s (1897-1968)
Malory Towers series features a castle as a boarding
school. More recently, and in Japan, Lonely Castle
in the Mirror (Kagami no kojo), a Japanese novel
written by Mizuki Tsujimura, while not exactly
about a school, does feature a castle as a place
where a group of school children learns to master
their lives.

So why have I been telling you this?—To be
honest, by the time I had finished drafting this
lecture, I was not sure anymore. I thought for a
while and realized: In English we have the
expression “castles in the air”, “Luftschlosser” in
German. It originally comes from French, so there’s
also a similar word in French. The meaning is “a
visionary, unattainable scheme or daydream”.
Perhaps that was my clue: schooling and schools are
often the objects of dreams. As children, we might
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dream of going to a school like Hogwarts and as
adults, especially if we are educators, we might
dream of the ideal school or education system.

And is this not why we need heritage sites related
to education? Because education is not just about the
here and now, but also about the future; not just
about the possible, but also about what seems
impossible today, but may well become possible
tomorrow. One of my themes in this speech is
education as a source of inspiration. First, however,
I will say a little about what motivated me to start
doing research on kangaku juku.

My Research Interest in Kangaku Education and
Kangaku Juku

Before researching kangaku juku, 1 completed and
published my Ph.D. thesis about historiography and
the state in nineteenth-century Japan. It has since
been translated into Japanese by a group of Japanese
scholars and published as Rekishi to kokka: 19 seiki
nihon no nashonaru aidentiti to gakumon in 2017.

When I began my research about historiography in
Japan, I intended to write mainly about European,
especially German influence on the modern
academic discipline of history in Japan. But as my
research progressed, I realized that most of the
historians whose work I studied had a strong
educational background in kangaku (Chinese
learning). Indeed, the pioneers of the first generation,
including Shigeno Yasutsugu (1827-1910) and
Kume Kunitake (1839-1931), grew up in the
Tokugawa period and were largely trained in
kangaku.

The same was true of several important figures of
the younger generation, including, for example,
Suematsu Kencho (1855-1920) who was a politician
known for his efforts to improve Japanese theater.
The juku (academy) he attended in his youth is
called Suisaien in Yukuhashi in Northern Kyushu. I
visited Yukuhashi in 1995 for field research on
Suisaien, the results of which were included in my
book on kangaku juku. Suisaien continued well into
the Meiji period, likewise Kangien, the juku that is
part of the current proposal to have educational sites
inscribed on the World Heritage List.

After completing my book on Kangaku juku, 1
decided that marked a completion of my research on
education and took up a different research theme.

This time, my research centered on the history of
musical culture in modern Japan, including music
education. Even now, in my recent research, I am
reminded about the continuity in the development of
education from the Tokugawa period into the Meiji
period. Among the most important pioneers of
musical education in Meiji period are two men of
the same generation as Suematsu Kencho: Isawa
Shuji (1851-1917) and Shikama Totsuji (1853—
1928). Isawa and Shikama were trained at the
schools (hanko) of their respective domains. But I
was more interested in what became of the shijuku,
small, private schools, so I decided to look into
shijuku rather than hanko.

I soon learnt that not only did several other juku
continued well into the Meiji period, but that new
Juku, even kangaku juku (i.e. not just juku for new
subjects, such as English) were founded in the Meiji
period. Indeed, Shigeno Yasutsugu himself, put in an
application to open a new juku in Tokyo.

From here, I would like to talk about the legacy of
kangaku juku, their commemoration, and myth.

Suisaien School

The Legacy of the Juku: Commemoration and Myth
As I wrote in my book on kangaku juku, which
includes a short chapter on the legacy of the juku,
two aspects were of particular interest to me: One
was the importance of the kangaku education for the
political, intellectual, and cultural history of modern
Japan. The other was what I called the “juku myth,”
that is, the way the juku and the terakoya (private
elementary school) became an object of nostalgia or
an inspiration for educational reformers. This myth
stresses the strong personal influence of the teacher,
the deep ties between teacher and students, the
community of students (peer relation of competition
and growth), and the emphasis on moral as well as
intellectual training. So prevalent is this myth that it
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is very difficult for the historian to avoid seeing the
juku through the lens of the myth. In the end I
therefore decided to make the lens part of my study
rather than to try and avoid it. I decided to treat the
“juku myth” not just as a hindrance in my quest for
historical truth, but also as a creative historical force
in its own right.

One of the best examples of the juku as an
inspiration for reformers is Obara Kuniyoshi (1887-
1977) and Tamagawa Gakuen. Deeply influenced by
the new educational movements in Denmark and
other Western countries, Obara became an
educational reformer and one of the foremost
representatives of the New Education Movement in
Japan in the 1920s. When Tamagawa Gakuen was
founded in 1929, it was initially known as
Tamagawa Juku. The fundamental principles of
education at Tamagawa Gakuen were summarized in
the early 1950s, and “juku education” was one of
them. But interestingly, by the time of Obara, the
Juku had largely disappeared: Obara himself had no
direct experience of the juku.

Obara’s invocation of the juku was thus part of a
general trend in Japanese educational discourse.
Remarkably, writers extolling the virtues of the juku
at around the same time as Obara often mentioned
them together with European boarding schools. I
think it is safe to say that virtues of the juku were
perceived both as universal and as essentially
Japanese. This is certainly true of Obara Kuniyoshi.
For example, in an early work titled “Riso no
gakko” (The Ideal School), which he wrote in
February 1924, he refers to his grandfather who
used to run a juku and asserts that his own school,
Tamagawa Gakuen too would be a terakoya or juku
and not the type of school intended for training
public officials. He advocates a “return to the
terakoya”, for the terakoya, “is truly something
unique that Japanese education can boast of in
relation to the world history of education” or “the
juku education is a proud contribution of the
Japanese to the world’s education system”. He
repeated this statement many times in similar words.

Obara’s terakoya, was also universal.
According to Obara, it was similar to Pestalozzi’s
school and based on Obara’s own ideas of
education, which combined educational thought
and practice from a variety of sources. A good

example is the following sentence from his chapter
on character education: “I think with yearning
fondness of Tolstoy’s education. I certainly want to
visit Tagore’s school. I long for the terakoya. 1
desire the juku”.

Although he was much influenced by European
sources, including his concept of education by work
(rosaku kyoiku), he also liked to quote Hirose Tanso
(1782-1856): “Carry thou water and I shall hew
wood”. Hirose Tanso’s Kangien, one of the sites that
forms part of the proposal by the World Heritage
Inscription Council for the Early Modern Japanese
Educational Sites, is actually commemorated on the
campus of Tamagawa Gakuen, by a model of his
Hirose Tanso Juku, built by volunteer students.

I won’t go any further into Obara’s thought or
education on Tamagawa Gakuen, but I would like to
repeat and emphasize Obara’s interest in and respect
for terakoya and juku education.

Local Specificity and Global Currency

Obara’s assertion that the ferakoya “is truly
something unique that Japanese education can boast
of in relation to the world history of education”
(Obara uses juku and terakoya interchangeably)
certainly has a point, and I assume that this view is
also what inspired the World Heritage Inscription.
Council for the Early Modern Japanese Educational
Sites. But Obara’s example also illustrates another
important point.

Obara Kuniyoshi
( University and Tamagawa Academy)

In 2002, when I walked across the Tamagawa
Gakuen campus to visit the school’s library and
archives, I was able to observe visual evidence not
only of his respect for Japan’s educational heritage,
but also of his eclectic approach to education. For
example, as a music enthusiast, I was attracted to a
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statue of Beethoven on campus. As I see it,
Beethoven stands for values that are perceived as
universal. I say this because Beethoven was revered
as a gakusei (musical saint) in Japan, long before his
symphonies could be heard.

I have already mentioned what I mean when I
speak of “myth” and wish to stress it again: I am
using the word here not as an opposition to “truth”,
but in the meaning of a positive creative process, in
which phenomena are given a certain meaning that
they do not inherently possess.

This process is also what happens when things are
inscribed on the UNESCO’s World Heritage List.
Both the “United Nations” and the concept “world
heritage” are imaginative constructs. I would also
argue that these constructs are both built from a
combination of two seemingly opposing ideas: the
idea of uniqueness and the idea of commonality or
universality. The same can be said for Obara’s
educational thoughts. Or, to put it differently: each
nation has its unique characteristics, but nations also
have Nationalism  and

things in common.

globalization have sometimes been treated as
opposing forces, but in reality, they are two sides of
the same coin. Nations exist in relation to each other,
and in order to actively relate to each other they
need a common language, or several common
languages, both literally and metaphorically.

If may I talk a little more about music, this
became especially clear to me in my research on
music: European countries and the Americas had a
shared musical language—so their so-called national
music sound similar, even while composers tried to
This
situation between Europe and the Americas in the

express national distinctiveness. was the
19th century.

Here, in Meiji period, Japan faced a serious
challenge, which people like Isawa Shuji, whom I
have referred to was all too aware of: Japanese
music was too different from European music.
Japanese national music was surely unique but
could not serve as a common language to share
something. In musical performance, therefore, the
synthesis of the particular and the universal, or
rather, only happened
several decades later than the Meiji period, and

supposedly universal,

was represented by the type of music the snobbish
elite reformers of Meiji despised: popular music,
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kayokyoku, enka, and J-pop—genres that are often
described as musical hybrids.

The need for a common language, or, more
broadly, a common currency includes shared values.
It follows this, that to be
acknowledged as “world heritage”, uniqueness and

from in order
local specificity are not enough. The proposed item
also needs to possess some kind of common
currency, or universal appeal. The descriptions on
the UNESCO website
Universal Value”. Education and, to some extent,

refer to “Outstanding
schools are a global phenomenon. Since the rise of
national school systems in the 19th century, schools
across the globe have become more similar to each
other. In what we call the pre-modern or early
modern periods this was not the case, even within a
single country. Many of today’s nations did not even
exist.

Originally, I was planning to touch on the subject
of education in Europe, but I'll skip that part due to
time limitations. Education in Europe from the
1500’s to the 1800’s had some commonalities with
that of Japan.

Conclusion

When I examined the UNESCO’s World Heritage
List, I mainly looked for education-related heritage
sites in Europe and in East Asia. But the only site I
found that might be regarded as comparable to the
proposed Japanese sites, is the “Seowon, Korean
Neo-Confucian Academies”. Neo-Confucianism is a
school of Chinese philosophy that became prominent
during the Song and Ming dynasties, and referred to as the
Cheng—Zhu school in Japan. The UNESCO website
describes the property as follows:

“The property is located in central and southern
parts of the Republic of Korea, and comprises nine
seowon, representing a type of Neo-Confucian
academy of the Joseon dynasty (15th—19th centuries
CE).
interaction with the environment were the essential

Learning, veneration of scholars and
functions of the seowons, expressed in their design.
Situated near mountains and water sources, they
favoured the appreciation of nature and cultivation
of mind and body. The pavilion-style buildings were
intended to facilitate connections to the landscape.
The seowons illustrate a historical process in which

Neo - Confucianism from China was adapted to
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Korean conditions”.

The last sentence is of particular importance in the
present context. In analogy we might say that the
proposed Japanese sites “illustrate a historical
process in which Neo-Confucianism from China
was adapted to Japanese conditions”.

If the proposed Japanese sites are registered as
World Heritage, the two heritages, Seowon and the
Educational Heritage of Early Modern Japan, would
complement each other in further illustrating the
processes through which Neo-Confucianism from
China
conditions of the two countries. I therefore believe,

spread and adapted to the respective
if the proposed Japanese sites are registered, it
would be beneficial to together consider the
outstanding values of the two heritages in Japan and
Korea.

There are clearly similarities between Seowon
and the Educational Heritage of Early Modern Japan,
perhaps most of all with Ashikaga Gakko and
Kodokan. At the
differences. More significantly, the Japanese sites

same time, there are also
represent not one type of school, but several. In
early modern Korea too, there were several types of
schools, although none are included in the registered
heritage sites. So, rather than emphasizing the
differences with Korea, I think it is important to pay
attention to the common values including the
importance of knowledge and learning shared
throughout the Sinosphere.

Summary

In sum, I believe that the World Heritage
Inscription Council for the Early Modern Japanese
Educational Sites is right in stating that the
Educational Heritage of Early Modern Japan has the
potential to teach the world important lessons as the
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various countries consider how to develop education
systems that will help humankind address today’s
and tomorrow’s global challenges. I am thinking
especially about the following characteristics of the
proposed educational institutions.

First, although Early Modern society was based on
status and the educational institutions were diverse
in character, catering to the needs of each status
group, they shared basic values. Second, these
institutions supported the society that created them,
but at the same time, once society began to
transform, they not only adapted, but even helped
bring about change. Third, the institutions are
unique in that they reflect the unique geographical,
historical, and social conditions that created them
and that they support. However, the characteristic
phenomena themselves, if examined one by one, are
likely to have equivalents elsewhere. What is unique
is a particular combination of characteristics. Fourth,
this unique combination of universally intelligible
characteristics is what gives the proposed sites both
uniqueness and universal value.

Therefore, together with other sites, it will help
illustrate the diversity of educational institutions and
initiatives on a global level and throughout history.

As a historian, it may be only natural for me to
say this, but history is important here: the properties
also remind us that the early modern era was
different from the present. This should heighten our
awareness of transformation as well as continuity. In
every time and place, education is subject to
criticism and new approaches are considered. By
studying and appreciating our global educational
heritage, we can understand that even if plans for
reform seem like “castles in the air” initially, much-
needed change is achievable.
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Education Heritage as World Heritage:
The Case of Early Modern Japan

Dinu Bumbaru (Policy Director, Héritage Montréal Foundation )

Thank you very much for the invitation and the
introduction. I am sorry I cannot express myself in
Japanese, but I would like to very sincerely thank
the organizers, the Mayor and officers who are with
us, the Council members and also the staff of the
various municipalities involved in this project, in
particular Mito and Bizen for the hospitality they
have showed in guiding us on this exercise.

Introduction

The theme of Education and School heritage is very
important. Tomorrow is the International UN Day of
the Right of Children. All of us have memories of
our childhood in a classroom and our school. This is
also part of the human dimension of this exercise
and how we can connect universally.

Before my presentation, I would like to pick up
on a few points that Margaret raised, I will bring the
memory of past Secretary General of ICOMOS and
chair of ICOMOS Canada, Herb Stovel. Herb
Stovel was one of the co-writer of the Nara
Document on Authenticity of 1994 and very much
dedicated to education. At one point we were
chatting about his work on evaluating the
nomination dossier for the inscription of Edinburgh
to the World Heritage List. He had studies in
Edinburgh and sharing his observation that the
nomination was all about the building but that it had
forgotten the University. The dossier mentioned the
building but didn’t reflect the
importance and influence of Edinburgh in changing
the world, through the Heriot-Watt University, its
technological innovations, the training of engineers

university’s

and so on. This is somehow connected to our
discussion in a sense that it underlines the way we
look at something without realizing how many
realities are associated with it.
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In 1995, Herb astovel, with Christina Cameron,
and other leaders in the World Heritage community,
took part in an exercise we organized in Montreal to
draw lessons from the World Heritage systems to
help with caring for the heritage of our own city. We
did that because many people and professionals
think about only nomination, and put a lot of effort
and value in on this. We did that because many
think
nomination, and put a lot of effort and value in on

people and professionals about only
this. Yet, the World Heritage is also a form of
shareware, like a vast and accessible library of
amount of experience and wisdom now very
accessible through the internet (which did not really
exist back in those days even if ICOMOS had
started experimenting it in 1992). At that time,
UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee were
developing the Global Strategy. And what we are
discussing today is connected to those period:
authenticity, integrity, global strategy, credibility.

At that meeting, Herb Stovall mentioned
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) in a way that
relates to what Margaret said. He pointed out that I
could be understood through the exceptional part of
the phrase-“Outstanding” as in uniquely unique.
This is the Taj Mahal type, of World Heritage and
there is only one Taj Mahal. But Herb reminded us
of the “Universal” part reflecting how heritage is
meaningful amongst all the human family. As such
World heritage reflects the diversity of the human
endeavor. This is part of our challenge. Education is
a very big theme which connects the universal and
the local, even the personal experience.

Some years ago, I was strolling near my office in
Montreal, I passed by this Art Deco school built in
the 1920s. (The Kyoto City Hall is a wonderful Art
Deco building in a Japanese way.) When I passed by,
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I saw workers removing the wonderful Art Deco
lettering the school name as part of its architecture
because the school board administration had decided
to change its name., Sadly, the letters went to the
garbage even though they were very well crafted in
bronze. As a heritage organization, we also

received citizens alerts saying that this was
happening.

We called the school board chair and asked what
they were doing. In the end, the bronze letters were
lost but School Board set up a Heritage Expert
Committee to advise on the heritage of education
under its responsibility.

Education is a gigantic topic and a transversal
themes in society. It is the letter E in UNESCO. But
very often we look at it terms of programs, services,
activities, values, staffing, diplomas or budgets. It is
the software of education. And we usually forget
about the buildings and the places, even their name,
which are house education.

This maybe different in Japan but our case, it was
a small revolution when our largest School Board,
with a budget of over $800 million per year, realized
that they were trustees of a significant part of our
built heritage. The heritage of education is not just
what teachers teach us but also where it happens.
And its care includes the challenge of keeping these
places alive.

I will give you another anecdote. This is a set of
postage stamp I bought in Montreal few weeks ago
it shows a series of school buildings. One could
imagine this is a nice idea for Canada Post to publish
those historical pictures of old school buildings.
When one reads the little text presenting the set, one
realise this is about “truth and reconciliation”.

Whereas Education is very globally acknowledged
as a key to human development, we have the general
perception that a school is a positive, heritage. But
in Canada and other countries, education and the
school system was also used as a way to control
people or eliminate culture and identity. In Canada,
from the 19% Century until the 1980s, a policy was
applied by which indigenous children were taken
away, often using police force, from their family to
be put in residential schools where they would be
standardized. These children were not allowed to
speak their language. And suffered harsh treatments
which many didn’t survive. Over the past years,
there has been a great admission of what has been
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called a “cultural genocide” and a reconciliation
process, likely inspired by the one lead by Nelson
Mandela in South Africa, is under way.

The issue of school buildings and sites is quite
important in that context. These schools on the
stamps were not chosen for their beauty or
architecture but because they carry the memory of a
sad moments in Canadian history, a memory which
should not be forgotten. Today, the concept of
heritage and the purpose of its conservation has to
be conscious of those many dimensions and
meanings. In exploring any heritage proposition, we
have to be conscious of evolution and contemporary
perspectives.

Now, for the presentation slides. This one shows
the annual report of the organization I work with
since 1982: the Heritage Montreal Foundation with
was founded in 1975, almost 50 years ago., It is a
citizen group and part of one of the five clans that
make up the heritage action system (There is the
public and academic sectors, the old powers
involved in the heritage discussion but also the
private community/volunteer media sectors) And so,
our non-governmental organization is part of the
community clan.

The British and Canadian school

The British and Canadian School in Montreal was built in 1826-
1827. At the time, it was a very innovative facility for educating
boys and girls, Catholics and Protestants together.

The annual report cover page showcases a school
in a 19" drawing. This is the British and Canadian
school, founded in 1822 and built in 1826, in a
period that relates to some of discussions here in
Japan- showing how concerns can be shared
unknowingly in the spirit of those days.

Last July, the Quebec Minister of Culture decided
to protect this school under the Cultural Heritage
Act( in Canada, protection of heritage buildings or
sites is a shared between the Federal and Provincial

Governments, each one using different laws and
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ministerial portfolio but mostly exerted by the
Provincial authorities).

This one of the first schools to be designated in
the province. Actually, it is the oldest purpose- built
school in Quebec and one of the oldest in Canada.
Why do I bring this? It is just to say there are
different dimensions to the heritage value of such a
building. There is a historical value associated in
that case with an Avant-garde concept of education,
where boys and girls, Catholic and Protestant, were
studying together where French speaking and
English in both
languages. The children would study together, have

speaking were being taught
a common education. Most of all, it was also a
school built to be accessible to the poor people.
Such innovative concept was inspired by a British
and Foreign School Society discussions and the
Montreal school operated until the 1890s when it
integrated the mainstream school system based on
the separation of boys and girls, Catholic and
Protestant (Note: the religion-based education
system lasted until the 1990s in Quebec.)

Yet, the historical value of that school doesn’t rest
only on its educational history for, after it served its
original function, the building was transformed into
a factory. And eventually, it became a Chinese
noodle factory! The area where the school was build
was originally a well-to-do new part of town at the
time end, over time, it became a Jewish, Iris and
then
construction workers settled in the 1879s and 80s.

Chinese neighbourhood where railway

Transforming an avant-garde education facility
into a noodle factory will sound like a strange
metaphor or a funny coincidence to specialists. And
there was another historical innovation associated
with this building: it is where the first bilingual
Chinese fortune cookies were produced. This sounds
like little anecdotes but all these aspects were
formally acknowledged in the Misister statement of
designation, which is an equivalent our Canadian
context of the OUV statement required for a World
Heritage nomination. The Minister statement also
architectural  value

underlines the school’s

considering its founders appointed the most
prominent architect at the time. After all, they did
not want to house an avant-garde school project for
poor people in an insignificant shed.

Whether it relates to the nature and programme of

such educational initiatives or to their architectural
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body, notions of pioneering forward-looking efforts,
of social intent, of architectural experimentation and
innovation come to mind when looking at such
heritage. That is true in Montreal as it is here when
we examine the heritage of the Early Modern Japan
period. I’d suggest we keep this in mind.

Margaret said that education is about the future.
That is a true statement both for individual people
and for the whole human family. As it happens, the
future is also the primary concern of heritage
conservation although we are often being perceived
as people only interested in the past. It is not that |
don't care for the past, but I cannot change it,
whereas today we can help build a better future. In
that sense, heritage and education have many
common points.

Geographical, Social and Memorial Aspects

Over the past decades, in particular since the
adoption of the 2003 Convention on Intangible
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO, there is a greater
appreciation of the intangible aspect of heritage.
Those aspects are very present in the field of
education and in our discussions here. But I would
remind ourselves that our action here is centered on
immovable forms of heritage such as sites, buildings,
ensembles or landscapes. In that sense, I would
suggest to look at the heritage of education through
the three intersecting lenses of place / territory,
people / society and time / memory. Where those
three dimensions meet is where architecture,
landscape and heritage happen.

Whether it's ancient or modern, a building is
always somewhere. It was designed and built with a
purpose meaningful in a society of humans, and it is
lasting over time, connecting different generations.
Of course, we cannot oversimplify things but having
these three words together gives us an understanding
of heritage where we know we will have to look
after the three dimension simultaneously, not just
limit ourselves to the historical aspects. Heritage and
more specifically the heritage of education connects
geographical, social and memorial aspects.

Geographical

Let’s take the example of school in Montreal in a
worker neighborhood just across the street is the
church next to next to which was a convent. In front
of the church was the bank, very often a cooperative
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banking system born from the community activity
happening around the church and the school.
Together, these buildings and their connected
functions formed the core of the urban village which
was that worker’s neighbourhood of the 1900s.
Nowadays, the demography of such neighbourhood
has changed: we do not know what to do with such
huge churches and our schools are lacking
maintenance after the number of children has
dropped. Yet, instead of looking at each of those
heritage buildings individually, we realized that we
have to consider the group they form at the center of
the urban village of the neighbourhood in order to
imagine their future. This is a form of geographical

approach.

Place

Another aspect of the geographical dimension of
the heritage of education lies in the way we place
institutional buildings. This is an old postcard view
of the University of Montreal ( Université de
Montréal ) , my university, and alma mater. This
university was developed from early 20" Century
form of non-governmental initiative. Now it is one
of the largest French speaking universities in the
world. Its construction benefited from citizens
help of the Rockefeller
illustration of the international

donations and the
Foundation, an
dimensions in the development of educational
institution. But if you look at the architecture of the
main university building, inaugurated in 1942, and
its position on top of a, it reflects a collective choice
to put knowledge and education up in a dominant
landmark instead of the more ancient views of
putting the military or religious authority.

As we observed in visiting the Shizutani academy,
it the physical positioning of these educational
places in the landscape is meaningful. It is important
to understand this and take care of it in the way the
site is protected and managed. At the Academy, we
talk about the little stream in front of it as part of the
symbolic micro-landscape, but the broader setting is
important, whether it is a forest, a rural or an urban
one.

The shape and the architecture of these facilities
are very important to understand and manage in
relation to the site and landscape. For example, the
Université de Montréal main building was designed
to include a hospital component, so that you have
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academic knowledge and clinical. Teaching
together; this reflects in the use of large windows in
some of the building’s wings to provide views to

patients as well as students.

Tangible and Intangible

Tangible, intangible. I would suggest that we not
think of those two separate things but to keep them
in mind as key words to consider. The World
Heritage system is based on the tangible, actually
immovable. Tangible assets like sites, buildings or
groups of these, but it doesn’t forget intangible
aspects. Simply that in 1972 when governments and
UNESUCO took the
convention on the protection heritage, they choose

initiative of having a

to focus on sites. And that choice was already quite
innovative for it included both cultural and national
heritage. Since, the World Heritage Convention,
although its text remains the same, has gradually
evolved through its Operational Guideline which are
regularly updated. This is where a lot of on this
project should focus.

We have now a greater understanding that
heritage is not just a physical immovable artifacts it
is connected to communities, to personal and
collective memories, to archives and writings, to
rituals and traditional knowledge, etc. In short, it is
all interwoven. But a nomination dossier for the
World Heritage has to look at all these forms of
cultural heritage in relation to a specific physical
immovable asset.

For example, let’s take the most obvious case of a
place of worship, let’s say, an old gothic cathedral
like the one in Durham, UK, which is on World
Heritage List. Well, it is the cathedral with its
outstanding architectural and historical qualities,
Nobody put Jesus Christ on the world heritage list,
not the Christian religion nor Jesus Christ. The same
thing with the birthplace of Buddha, also inscribed
on the List because of its values and meaning as a sit.

But in the exploring intangible dimensions of
cultural heritage, I think it is important to realize
that the various education systems, ancient or
modern, have not only developed and shared
knowledge, but also generated rituals. If you look at
many universities in Europe, at school uniforms in
Japan, end of the year celebrations or the habit of
starting the school days with salute to the national
flag or national anthem, or prayer, some of these



Education Heritage as World Heritage: The Case of Early Modern Japan (Dinu Bumbaru)

traditions have ancient roots or particular stories.
Some perhaps connect with the monastic life of the
previous times as the university students they go out
on special days to collect a donations for the poors
like religious orders used to do. So, whereas we talk
of the education system, I think it is important to
look at heritage as an ecosystem of components and
practices. Ecosystem is a word born out of the
observation of nature but I suggest we keep in my
mind as it reflects interconnections between various
forms of cultural heritage.

OUV (Outstanding Universal Value)

What could be a heritage place of education?
Does education need a school? In many culture and
countries, a tree or a significant space in the middle
of the village, will suffice so the elder can pass the
knowledge to the younger. A form of school without
walls.

Well, heritage is a bit more of a codified structure
especially under an international convention agreed
by almost 200 countries like the World Heritage one.
You cannot just say everybody will invent their own
thing. There has to be some rules and common
vocabulary or concepts. Like in the classroom, there
is some directions and a professor and a mentor, to
accompany students on their achievements.

We have spoken about OUV (Outstanding
Universal Value), a key condition for World
Heritage listing. Now, is OUV about how universal
(one could also say globally common) a heritage site,
building or ensemble is? In the case of a series as it
is proposed here, it is the OUV of the whole group
that matters. The series has to be meaningful as a
group, not just some of its individual components.
The question will be, is it justified? Work that has to
be done around that question.

The project’s Council exists for a long time so
you are familiar with this. I think some fine tuning
will be necessary and a bit of a challenge because
many people confuse OUV with ONV, as in
Outstanding National Value. At many places you
visit around the world, if you ask a guide or even a
professional to explain its importance that justified
inscription on the World Heritage List, what they
will tell you is the local or national heroes or the
national history. In the end, as an interested
foreigner, we still don't understand why such a
World Heritage site should be of importance to me.
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I think this is a bit of a challenge. A lot of the
knowledge we gather and organized about sites but
also the understanding and teaching of history, is
nation-based or even community-based. This is
valuable but in a World Heritage context it can be an
issue.

Authenticity and Integrity

After OUV, Authenticity and integrity, is another
key condition of a World Heritage inscription. This
has to do with the site itself, its completeness, state
of conservation but also its capacity to communicate
its values as heritage.

Heritage has the capacity to establish a form of
communication between various people or societies.
People of the same cultural context or very different.
In particular, heritage naturally acts as a mean of
communication between generations, past and future.

In Canada, there is a growing acknowledgement
of First Nations (that’s the way we refer to
Indigenous People) in society. One of the principle
that stands out as a possible inspiration for our so-
called modern decision-making process is the
respect for the 7 generation’s interests. Despite the
progress of the medical science, it remains
unthinkable that we will ever meet our descendants
of the 7™ generation. Taking their interest into
consideration in decisions made today is a beautiful
and strong approach to responsibility. This is just an
example of an approach to make more conscious our
consideration for future people in our care of
heritage buildings or sites. And it relates to
Authenticity and Integrity.

So how does this influence our discussion on this
project? Already a lot of work was invested in this
project, and you realize now how much work is
involved in preparing a proposal like this one. But
I’'m sorry to say there will still be more hard work
necessary. Like others I’'m sure, I would be happy to
help but such hard work cannot be done on a
outsider contract. It has to be your task.

About Authenticity, what is the source of the
series’ authenticity? What is the dimension that
make it reliably significant to the future generations?
And about Integrity which is the physical condition.
Do you know if there are elements missing from
each component sites or from the series? Is the
group complete and is it clearly demonstrated? As
we can see, there’s already a strong beginning of
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answers on these questions in the paper we’ve
received.

And the third key condition for World Heritage is
Protection and Management, today and for the
future. I would not go very far on that because
frankly, Japan has got some of the best system in
place and has a long experience of World Heritage.
But this important reputation asset is not a reason to
cut on the work necessary to make this dossier
comply with World Heritage expectations. You
cannot just rest and say Japan is good and that is
enough. Because the inspection will come and they
will say, well, maybe Japan was good, but this series
of heritage sites needs proper attention.

One of the first consideration for a serial proposal
like this one is the reliability and the consistency of
the management system which will look after the
whole ensemble. Here, the fact that municipalities
are cooperating, notably through the Council which
is very often a sign of the capacity to learn together,
to exchange on best practices, and so on. And to
make sure that the guarantee to the future is there
and undersigned by all authorities.

Criteria

Coming back to the OUV, the World Heritage
adopted by the World
Heritage Committee identify a set of ten criteria to

Operational Guidelines
express it. Six of these criteria are of interest for our
discussion (the four others are more for natural
property and geological periods, natural habitat and
biodiversity). One of criteria -number7- speaks
about beauty only in natural terms which, personally,
I find questionable considering that beauty also
exists in some of the human achievements (Japanese
woodworking craft for example) and not only in
nature as a legacy of the divine.

But let’s focus on the first six criteria associated
with cultural heritage. Criterion 1 speaks about
masterpieces of human genius like the Taj Mahal or
the Sydney Opera House as individual creations be
they buildings, cities or gardens. I think this is not
part of our work.

Criterion 2 speaks about the interchange of human
values over a period of time and a territory or region.
This has not been demonstrated in our case. Maybe
to be
documented ad exposed. It might be useful to

there ar such interchange but it has

consult some World Heritage dossiers from the
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region, including some from Japan which indicate
exchange of know-how with neighbouring nations
like Korea and influences.

Criterion3 is about the testimony of a tradition or
civilization, especially when it’s disappeard. I don’t
think it applies here as the series of sites reflects
more what seems like an innovation more than a
long standing tradition in education.

Criterion4 speaks about illustrating the stage of
history. This criterion is worth exploring in this
project. Actually, there are very, very few sites on
the World Heritage list that relate to education and a
lot of those who do are focusing on higher education
like universities. Schools where children were taught
almost do not exist in themselves on the List even
though many are included in historic cities inscribed.

Criterion5 mentions traditional human settlements.
It doesn’t seem to apply to this project unless
through educational teaching facility built as

settlements. Perhaps the notion of monastic
community could be interesting to explore but it has
to be more than just an idea, there has to be a real
heritage site like that.

Criterion6 reflect the associations of the proposed
site or series with ideas and tradition. Of course,
there is a lot of in the field of education. But it is not
a criterion which will normally lead on its own to a
World Heritage inscription. This is a criterion
complementing others. So, Criterion 4 and maybe 5

is where work is to be done in this project.

Serial nomination

The proposal is also for a serial nomination. Over
the past few years, there has been an increased
interest in such an approach for nomination. This
has brought UNESCO with the advisory bodies like
ICOMOS to clarify the guidance on how to
conceptualize and present such a nomination in a
World Heritage framework. The official document
published last September, just two months ago, says
“Component parts should reflect cultural, social, or
functional links over time”.

A link doesn’t have
connection.

to be a mechanical
I had the privilege and honor to
contribute to the Tomioka and related site
nomination a few years ago. The links were of
different nature and described an ecosystem of sites
related to each other in terms of raw silk production
innovation, local and

through tradition and
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international. There was a lot of work to describe
this and to show how the components were
connected in a meaningful way. How you produce
silk, where you raise silkworms, the eggs, the farm,
the factory, etc. In that case, the links were those of
a productive process which is different from
education. Yet it is a valuable experience for this
project.

What is proposed in this project on the education
heritage sites of the period called Early Modern
Japan is not the same type of link as in the case of
Tomioka. There are links but these connections need
to be clearly demonstrated as a justification for the
series as a whole and its outstanding universal value.
I think it will challenge us to look at the period, how
it relates to other pioneering efforts in education in
Japan and elsewhere. These initiatives we are
discussing here do not have to be the unique source
but show a significant approach to a reflection on
how you educate young people in society. There is a
social society dimension here. It is also important to
clarify how the selection of the proposed series
components was made and on which criteria. What
is the rationale behind the six sites as a group?

The comparative analysis is very important. In the
document there’s been a beginning one but it would
be good to adjust it or complete it.

Notion

As for integrity and the notion of intactness and
wholeness, these are concepts and, so far, we cannot
rely on ChatGPT to address them in the context of
this project. Setting the way you appreciate these
qualities and chose terminology can also be a
challenge.

I will use as an example. This is part of the World
Heritage site in Asmara, capital city of Eritrea. For
many professional and exparts, this image illstreates
the notion of Modern. Like the Museum of Western
Art in Tokyo, also inscribed on the World Heritage
List as part of a series of sites of Modern
architecture. While I can understand how historians
will use the expression Early Modern in the context
of the history of Japan, the word “modern” can have
a different meaning or use for architects or heritage
managers, even in the World Heritage context where
Modern Heritage refers mostly to 19th and 20th C.
heritage. Please be attentive to that.
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Education-related site

These are elements which connect the concept of
heritage of education and the process associated
with in the World Heritage List. The list is
determined by the World Heritage Committee which
meets every year to review it, add new sites if it
wants or even put some in the List in Danger or
withdraw them in exceptional cases. This happened
some months ago in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and the
List as it stands includes some sites related to
Education. For example, the Seowon Neo-Confucian
Academies in South Korea from the 16" and 17 C.
was inscribed in 2019. Many of the other sites
inscribed related to Education were included in the
List within the past 15 years and there is a lot of
useful documentation, available from the fact that
these were recent nominations. These inscriptions
are closer to the current version and concepts of the
Operational Guidelines. This is different if one
examines a nomination from 1996 like the one for
the Bauhaus, a pioneer art and design school
associated with the Modern Movement. In the 1990s,
the conceptual framework for World Heritage was
quite different and it’s necessary to keep this in
mind, for example in doing a comparative study.

Other Education-related World
Heritage List include the University of Coimbra,

site on the

Alta and Sofia in Portugal which is a living
university campus and town covering from the 12th
to the 20t C. period. Actually, the List includes
many universities and very few schools as I
mentioned earlier. What are the right of the children
tomorrow being celebrated when we only talk of
universities? People are born, wear nappies and then
suddenly jump to the university directly? What are
the different ways and sequence through which you
don’t only train human beings, but educate them into
citizens, skillful persons, and creative minds?

1Lt

The ancient intangible heritage of traditional student chorals
at University of Coimbra in Portugal.
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The last one to be included is the Santiniketan a
residential school and canter for art in India, which
is a project of the 1920s of the poet and philosopher
Tagore; it was inscribed on the List in 2023,
apparently on the birthday of PM Narendra Modi
who was also the chair of the board of that
That
philosophical project underpinning the construction

university. inscription  underlines  the
of those buildings and the ensemble they form,
particularly in relation to ancient traditions of India.
The World Heritage Tentative List currently
includes about 1,700 sites. Where is the theme of
education in all of those? Not clearly there. Among
these 1,700 or so sites, there is the Ministry of
Education building in Rio de Janeiro, it's the
building designed by Le Corbusier and Lucio Costa
and Oscar Niemeyer which would be more a
landmark of Modern Architecture. There is the
School of Art in Havana, Cuba which is a visionary
project of revolutionary leader Che Guevara, with a
very innovative architecture. There are also some
university campuses (one wonders if university
campuses aren’t more frequent here because more
professors have the chance of researching them than
more modest and numerous schools).

Those tentative sites tend to focus very much on
the heritage of architecture through educational
than itself  with
architecture as its material expression. Facing this I

programs rather education
think there is an opportunity for Japan to help bridge
that gap by using its influence to put more attention
on the heritage sites of Education in the World

Heritage context.

Heritage List includes some universities like this ancient one in
Portugal almost no sites related to the education of children
such as schools.

This would echo the major contribution of Japan
in the 1990s to clarify and globalize the concept of
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Authenticity in the World Heritage context, with the
1994 Nara
using its

hosting of the Conference on

Authenticity, influence to set the
international agenda. The heritage of education
would be a good thing in this way, especially since
the Bunkacho, the heritage system in Japan from the
national to the local levels, are very much connected
to education and its institutions. This is a wonderful

opportunity.

Conclusion

Regarding your specific project, I would like to
leave you with a few recommendations before the
last ring reminding me that my time is out

First, there’s still some work on the justification
of the group as a group. The OUV of the whole, not
the ONV. Be careful with tha especially with all
information about the historical significance of these
places, their founder and the nature of the
organizations that conceived and ran them.

Second, the understanding of the group as a group
with meaningful links between its components,
influence from
Those
connections need to be clearer along with the

within Japan and even with

elsewhere, needs to be reinforced.
selection rationale to make sure what's there is what
should be there, that nothing is missing and that the
whole is meaningful for more that Japanese. Again,
the links within the group would not be physical but
as part of a movement which participated in a
change in society rather than isolated individual
initiatives. It would also be interesting to shed some
clear light on the possible influences inside within
Japan, but also outside - influences receive,
influences sent. (In previous Modern Japan project I
was involved with, it was mentioned how the
famous painter Vinent Van Gogh was influenced by
the dissemination of Japanese prints at the time.)
Third, I would suggest clarifying the historical
reference with the expression “Early Modern Japan”,
a scholar definition of a period which may be
confusing for outsiders, with the World Heritage
context. It might be good to look at this as an early
example of modernization in society, for example in
extending education beyond the elites to provide
free schools for commoners. That would very
interesting to demonstrate and possibly open from

ONV to OUV.
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